
Why is solar developed in open areas?

Solar projects are often developed in open areas such as unused land and brownfields that are not generating 
revenue, in addition to farmland. California provides optimal land for solar projects by providing large amounts 
of open land and sunlight across all areas of the state – providing homes and businesses across the state with a 
reliable source of energy no matter where they are located. 

How much land is needed to power the entire United States through solar energy?

Only 0.6% of our nation’s land is needed to power the entire country by solar projects.

Can farmers make money by installing solar panels on their land?

Yes. California farmers can save money with solar power, and they can make money by leasing land to solar 
projects. In California, solar project lease rates range from $1,200-$1,500 per acre.

Wildflower Solar I (16 MW)
Sacramento, California| Solar production began in 2018
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https://www.epa.gov/re-powering/what-re-powering
https://www.cclr.org/expert-advice/solar-power-on-brownfields
https://agamerica.com/blog/how-to-profit-with-solar-farming/
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy08osti/42463.pdf
https://the1a.org/story/23/03/22/why-are-some-california-farmers-turning-to-solar/
https://www.sunvest.com/blog-post/why-lease-your-land-for-a-solar-farm/


How do solar projects ensure farmers can practice 
uninterrupted?

Solar projects developed on farmland provide 
Californians with the opportunity to farm uninterrupted 
by the incorporation of solar panels on their land. 
Grazing livestock, creating pollinator habitats, or 
growing crops that are tolerant to shade ensure that 
farmers in California can work simultaneously with solar 
panels they place on their farm – this practice is known 
as agrivoltaics.

How do solar panels impact biodiversity?

Bird and plant populations can increase near solar 
panels. This is accomplished through initiatives like 
seeding and building raised platforms for solar panels, 
biodiversity of species in the area flourish. 

Do solar panels divert groundwater away from 
farmland?

No. Solar energy provides an energy source that is not 
dependent on water. This leaves more groundwater for 
California farmers to irrigate their crops and increase 
their output. Not only does it improve water efficiency, 
but better protects crops from weather by drying them 
more efficiently, too.

What do future projects in California look like?

Two new solar projects are coming to Riverside County, 
bring hundreds of jobs and economic benefits. These 
projects, Arica Solar Project and Victory Pass Solar 
Project, plan to power 132,000 homes and generate 
more than $5.9 million in tax revenue annually.   
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Cosmos flowers in front of solar panels
California | Photo captured in 2020
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https://www.newscientist.com/article/2357545-putting-solar-panels-in-grazing-fields-is-good-for-sheep/
https://carcd.org/solar-power-and-pollinators/
https://civileats.com/2023/10/04/as-california-gets-drier-solar-panels-could-help-farms-save-water/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20shade%20that%20is%20created,water%2C%E2%80%9D%20Abou%20Najm%20said.
https://ccst.us/register-the-role-of-agrivoltaics-in-californias-water-energy-food-nexus/
http://www.clarksonwoods.co.uk/download/Solar_Farms_Biodiversity_Study.pdf
https://www.farmraise.com/blog/solar-power-farmers-new-crop
https://efsenergy.com/solar-farming-6-key-ways-solar-can-help-your-farm/#:~:text=Solar%20panels%20in%20agriculture%20contribute,your%20yield%20from%20the%20elements
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-approves-construction-two-solar-projects-california
mailto:info%40californiaforenergyindependence.com?subject=

